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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green Recovery 

Submission from ABB 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

ABB affirms the view that the principles laid out by the UK Committee on Climate Change 
provide a comprehensive framework to guide an effective Green Recovery in Scotland. ABB 
additionally believes that it is critical that any framework is closely tied to, or aligned with, the 
Scottish Government’s existing National Performance Framework to avoid any conflicting 
priorities and ensure that businesses can confidently plan around long-term frameworks.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

As for all advanced economies, the Energy Transition presents Scotland with a complex 
challenge. The development of new skills, technology and infrastructure at scale, which will 
require significant levels of investment within a compressed timeframe and within a 
competitive international landscape. Whilst support such as the Scottish Government’s 
recently announced Energy Transition Fund is welcomed, it is crucial that this allows for 
ongoing and rich partnership with industry. This will particularly need to be the case if we are 
to bring about a prosperous hydrogen economy in Scotland. In key ABB markets relating to 
Oil & Gas, commercial-scale investments in decarbonisation will require ongoing 
programmatic support in areas such as CCUS 

The decarbonisation of transport represents perhaps the greatest unrealised opportunity 
for a ‘Green Recovery’ to capitalise on. As noted in the Committee on Climate Changes June 
2020 “Reducing UK Emissions: Progress Report to Parliament”, surface transport accounted 
for 24% of UK GHG emissions.  

The primary barrier to wider EV take-up remains the lack of suitable infrastructure. The 
Committee on Climate Change has previously noted that by 2030 4240 fast chargers (22 
kW), 2800 rapid chargers (43 kW), 900 ultra rapid chargers at 150 kW and 55 ultra rapid 
chargers at 350 kW will be required for public charging across Scotland”. Practical barriers 
exist in ensuring the efficient rollout of a charging network ‘backbone’ which avoids risks 
relating to duplication, inefficiency and the potential for stranded assets.  

In Scotland particular barriers will exist in accomplishing adequate coverage in low population 
density and rural areas. Investment will need to be well-targeted, in order to ensure that less 
commercially viable locations are supported through the transition to widespread adoption of 
EVs. This may require a broader interpretation of what represents a good return on 
investment to include societal and environmental indicators.  

The decarbonisation of heat for domestic and commercial buildings is a major challenge 
facing the Scottish energy system. Unlike with the decarbonisation of electricity significant 
capital investment in equipment will be required near the point of use.  

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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In mitigating these barriers, ABB supports the measures in The Heat Transition Deal. In 
particular the ‘Heat Networks Early Adopters Challenge Fund’ and £10 million to support 
hydrogen heat demonstrator projects. The cost/benefit analysis of the use of Hydrogen is 
important due to the potential to blend its usage within existing networks and infrastructure 

ABB also recognises the benefits of an integrated approach to decarbonisation enabled by 
digitalisation. In Vasteras, Sweden ABB has worked with utility MalarEnergi to create new 
‘infraservices’ by taking a ‘collaborative operations approach’ involving the asset 
management of district heating systems, power generation and water services. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

While we recognise the progress that is being made by the Scottish Government on 
increasing uptake of EV technology and the strategic partnership between Transport 
Scotland, SP Energy Networks and Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN), there 
remains a need to accelerate the delivery of the EV charging network and to facilitate the 
uptake of EV technology in wider transport sectors, including aviation and buses. The 
accelerated delivery of the EV charging network in Scotland could have wide ranging benefits 
for the transport sector, not least in helping the Scottish Government achieve net zero by 
2045.  

Similarly, energy efficiency is a crucial aspect of decarbonisation that is regularly overlooked 
by businesses. ABB supports a range of methods to encourage businesses to invest in 
energy efficiency projects, that can have long term economic benefit, whilst simultaneously 
supporting climate change ambitions and the shift towards a green economy.   

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

• Continue to support hydrogen and CCUS: prioritise that which accentuates Scotland’s 
unique resources and creates the opportunity for exportable industries.  
 

• Invest in the EV charging network: The Scottish Government is also advancing 
development of low carbon travel and transport hubs across Scotland and has a range 
of initiatives and funding in place to support additional EV charging points and expand 
the fleet of electric buses.  Investing in EV infrastructure will enable a wide range of 
multiplier effects, including sustainable job creation and the creation of complementary 
synergies with the renewable power sector 
 

• Incentivise industrial efficiency: Significant gains remain to be made in areas relating 
to Industrial process & energy efficiency. A wide range of mature technologies exist 
which can make significant impact but may be constrained due to the availability of 
finance for capital investment. Similarly, nascent digital technologies can deliver 
additional returns at low marginal costs and can be encouraged via requirements for 
auditing. 


